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Population Trends

Key Facts

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) releases mid-year population estimates (MYE) on an annual
basis, the latest estimates for 2013 were released on 1 June 2014. Population estimates are based on
the 2011 Census population, rolled forward to 30 June 2013, taking into account births, deaths and
estimates for migration.
Over the last ten years, 2003 to 2013, the population of North Lincolnshire has increased from 156,200
to 168,760. This represents an additional 12,560 population, an increase of 8.0% since 2003. The
regional and national averages have shown more modest increases of 6.2% and 7.9% respectively.
The average age of the population of North Lincolnshire, at 41.2 years, is slightly older than the
national average of 39.5 years. The age profile of the population in North Lincolnshire broadly follows
the national profile, although there are fewer young adults and more people in their 50s and 60s.
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The resident population of North
Lincolnshire increased by 14,597
(9.5%) between 2001 and 2011,
significantly more than the
increases seen regionally and
nationally.
Latest Mid-Year Estimate figures
from the ONS show the population
change between 2003 and 2013
was 8.0%.
Population Estimates 2013 figures
show that North Lincolnshire has a
larger percentage of people aged
65 and over than regionally and
nationally.
One in every 9 people in North
Lincolnshire has a caring
responsibility.
The Black and Minority ethnic (BME)
population in North Lincolnshire is
much lower than nationally.
The Other White ethnic group
which includes Gypsy or Irish
Travellers and migrants from Europe
has grown from 0.9% to 3.3% since
the last Census.
More than 53% of the BME
communities live in the northern
part of Scunthorpe.
The average household size in
North Lincolnshire is 2.3.
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North Lincolnshire’s resident
population in 2013 was estimated
to be 168,760.
North Lincolnshire has 85,479
(50.7%) females and 83,281 (49.3%)
males.
The number of adults aged 16-64 is
104,952 (62.2%).
Older people aged 65+ number
32,522 (19.3%).
There are 31,286 children aged 0-15
(18.5%).
The population of North
Lincolnshire is projected to increase
by 9.4% to reach 184,136 by 2037.
The number of people aged 85+
is projected to increase by 182.2%
between 2012 and 2037.
An ageing population may increase
the demand for health and social
care services, particularly for older
people with complex conditions.
The number of children aged 0-4 is
projected to fall by 10.3% between
2012 and 2037.
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Ageing population
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North Lincolnshire not only has an increasing
population but also an ageing one. 2013 mid-year
population estimates suggest that 19.3% of the
North Lincolnshire population was aged 65 and over,
higher than regional and national figures. Currently
there are 32,522 people aged 65+ resident in North
Lincolnshire. This represents a 22.6% increase since
2003.
The most significant growth in the retirement age
population has been amongst the 90 pluses and
amongst older men in particular. In the 10 year period
between 2003 and 2013, the number of residents
aged 85+ grew by more than 46%.
Much of the growth in the 65+ population has been
in our more affluent rural areas, an age group which
is projected to increase further over the next 25 years,
and at a faster rate than nationally.
This has contributed to a divergence in makeup of
our urban and rural communities with rural areas
becoming older, relatively more affluent, and less
ethnically diverse, and urban areas becoming younger,
relatively less affluent and ethnically more diverse.
The map shows the net change in the number of
people aged 65+ since 2003 by ward. The greatest
net loss (indicated in red) has been in our urban areas,
whereas the greatest gains have been in our rural
areas, (indicated in green). Local health and social
care agencies will need to reflect these locality and
community differences in their commissioning plans.
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Children and Young People by Locality 2013
Locality

Another of the larger increases in population has
been in the 0-4 age group with numbers increasing
from 8,522 under 5s resident in North Lincolnshire,
rising to 10,193 by 2012. However, the figure has
decreased slightly to 10,049 in 2013.
Boys account for 50.7% of the under 5s population
in North Lincolnshire whilst girls account for
49.3%. Over the period 2003 to 2013 the 0-4
year population increased by 16.6%, higher than
regionally and nationally at 17.4% and 19.1%
respectively.
The North Lincolnshire resident population of 5-19
year olds in 2003 was 30,148, decreasing by 1,075,
to 29,073 by 2013. The age group 10-14 saw the
biggest change. The figure fell by 13.3%, a decrease
in the number of resident population of 1,425.
Enrolments in North Lincolnshire state funded
primary schools was 11,130 in January 2014, a
rise from the 2010 figure of 10,520. The fall in the
age group of 10-14 has resulted in a decrease in
enrolments in state funded secondary schools from
9,930 in 2010 to 9,130 in January 2014.
In the short term we should expect a continuing
growth in the number of primary school aged
children in North Lincolnshire, with the number of
adolescents growing more slowly.
Over half of our total resident population live in
North Lincolnshire’s market towns and villages,
however, this situation is reversed for children 0-4
years, with 56.3% living in the North and South of
Scunthorpe.

Total
Population

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

No

%

No

%

No

%

No

%

Isle

22,852

1,111

4.9%

1,230

5.4%

1,289

5.6%

1,395

6.1%

Barton and District

33,721

1,864

5.5%

1,845

5.5%

1,833

5.4%

1,980

5.9%

Brigg and District

31,058

1,410

4.5%

1,717

5.5%

1,632

5.3%

1,681

5.4%

Scunthorpe North

26,208

1,911

7.3%

1,702

6.5%

1,488

5.7%

1,432

5.5%

Scunthorpe South

54,921

3,753

6.8%

3,521

6.4%

3,041

5.5%

3,287

6.0%

Source: MYE 2013

Population projections 2012-2037
The chart below shows what the population of North Lincolnshire is projected to look like in 2037. North Lincolnshire’s
population is set to increase by 15,764 people, an increase of 9.4%, to 184,141 by 2037 much lower than the national
increase of 16.2%.
Age Profile 2012 and 2037
120,000
100,000

2012
2037

80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000
0
0-15

Working Age 16-64

Retirement Age 65+

North Lincolnshire Strategic Assessment 2015

2012-2037

31,325

30,473

-852

-2.7%

105,503

100,783

-4,720

-4.5%

65+

31,544

52,885

21,341

67.7%

85+

3,977

11,225

7,248

182.2%

Population Projections by People aged 65+ in North Lincolnshire 2012-2037
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By far the biggest increase is projected to take
place in the people of pensionable age, 65+, with
a projected increase of 67.7%. In 2037, 28.7% of
North Lincolnshire’s population is projected to be
aged 65 and over.
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The over-85 population is projected to grow
significantly with a 182.2% increase over the period.
This age group is most likely to require social care,
so increases in the size of this older group are likely
to have a high impact on the demand for social
care services.

2037

16-64

2014

•

% change

0-15

2013

•

North Lincolnshire has an older than average
workforce, with 32.5% aged 50-64, compared with
28.8% nationally. By 2037 almost a third (32%) of
North Lincolnshire’s workforce will be aged 50+,
significantly higher than the national average of
28.7%.
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According to the ONS 2012 based population
projections, the population aged 0-4 is predicted
to fall by 10.3% between 2012 and 2037, with a
decrease, of 12.4%, in the 3 year old age band.
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Projected North Lincolnshire Population to 2037 by age group
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Ethnic group by locality
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Ethnicity
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The ethnic makeup of North Lincolnshire has seen
some changes since 2001. Of the 167,446 residents
92.3% now class themselves as being of White British
origin, and a further 3.7% are of Other White origin
(including Irish and Gypsy/Travellers). The remaining
percentage of North Lincolnshire residents are from
other ethnic backgrounds.

50,000

The chart opposite shows the changing population
of black and minority ethnic groups in North
Lincolnshire between 2001 and 2011. Other White
ethnic group (including Gypsy or Irish/Traveller ethnic
group) have seen the largest percentage increase,
from 0.9% Census 2001 to 3.3% Census 2011.
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Compared with other parts of the country the Black
and Minority Ethnic (BME) population of North
Lincolnshire is relatively small, at 7.3% of the resident
population, (including Other White). This compares
with 19% nationally.
More than 53% of the BME communities live in the
northern part of Scunthorpe. In some wards, the
Other White and BME community represent more
than a third of the resident population. The highest
concentration is in the Scunthorpe North wards of
Town, Crosby and Park, and Frodingham.
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Carers
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The 2011 Census showed there are approximately
18,000 people who look after another person in North
Lincolnshire. This equates to one in every 9 people in
North Lincolnshire, or 11% of the population and is an
increase of 13.8% from 15,952 carers in 2001. Of these
carers:

•
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61.1% (11,092 individuals) provide up to 19 hours
per week
13.1% (23,81 individuals) provide 20 to 49 hours
per week
25.8% (4,684 individuals) provide in excess of 50
hours per week

Household composition

•

There were approximately 70,684 households in North
Lincolnshire at the 2011 Census. Of these 19,420,
or 27.5% are one person households. The average
household size in North Lincolnshire is 2.3.

Language
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95.5% of households all residents had English as their
main language, compared to 93.4% in Yorkshire and
the Humber.
In 2011, at least 4% of North Lincolnshire households
contained at least one adult whose main language
was other than English, including 1759 households,
(2.5%), where no English is spoken at all. This
compares with 4.4% across the country as a whole.
Currently, over 60 identifiable different languages are
spoken across North Lincolnshire, the most common
being Polish, Lithuanian, Bengali and Portuguese.

